302	THE   RISE   OF   ITALIAN   FASCISM
At Pavia, when the fascists made an attempt on the pre-
fecture, ' the Royal Guard had levelled their rifles against
the fascists when the timely action of the fascist officers and
the Chief of Police averted a tragedy'. In Venetia the chief
aim of the fascists squads was to isolate Venice and occupy
the great railway junctions of Mestra and Verona, 'which
were the key to all local communications. At Venice c on
the evening of the syth, the Consul1 Magrini met Admiral
Mortola, commanding the naval division and the fortifica-
tions of Venice. The interview, which had its dramatic
moments, revealed the great Italian heart of the Admiral,
who, without forgetting the sacred call of duty, showed
that he understood the great ordeal of deliverance to which
the country was called'. He understood so well that,
certain of his £ neutrality3, the fascists were able to ' isolate
Venice from all communication with the government},
garrisoning it with only one cohort of from four to five
hundred men. . . . The remaining fascist forces could be
concentrated in Mestra, where the station was occupied,
and take part in other local operations. Belluno, Udine,
Trevisa, Padua, Vicenza were all occupied. In Julian
Venetia the good terms that had existed between military
and fascist authorities were maintained under fresh con-
ditions. The fascist deputy, Giunta, has recorded what
happened in Trieste :
c On the evening of October 27 there was a banquet
in honour of the governor Mosconi. Signor Mosconi
was popular in the town and we ourselves were on very
friendly terms with him because, admittedly, he well
understood and favoured the valuable function of fascism
in Julian Venetia. Thus there was nothing strange in
the fascist leaders being seen that evening at the dinner
table while I continued to direct the mobilization and
drink in Asti spumante the health of the representative of
the government I was preparing to overthrow. On the
s8th I entered the prefecture with 3,000 blackshirts. . . .
The prefect, Crispo Moncada, was awaiting us in his
1 In the fascist ^military system a * consul' corresponded to a general and
commanded a legion.

